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ABSTRACT The purpose of the current study was to examine teachers’ career needs and psychosocial experience
during the COVID-19 pandemic within the phenomenological pattern of qualitative research methods.
The data collection process included individual interviews and an online survey form. As a result of the
research, four main themes were obtained. The first of these themes concerned the effects of the COVID-
19 process on teachers. These effects were divided into both positive and negative effects. The second
main theme focused on the needs of teachers. In this process, teachers felt the need for psychological
support, in-service training and support for infrastructure. The third main theme was the professional life
of teachers and school counselors. In this process, teachers and school counselors continued their
education, teaching and support processes by adapting them to the online environment. The last main
theme was the problems experienced in this process and the proposed solutions. Participants highlighted
problems in this period, particularly the access of students to education. Recommendations were made
as part of the research results to strengthen the educational training activities offered by teachers in the
COVID-19 period.
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COVID-19 déneminde 6gretmenler: Psikolojik etkiler, uygulamalar
ve kariyer ihtiyaglar

0Z Bu galismanin amaci kapsaminda, COVID-19 pandemi siirecinde dgretmenlerin kariyer ihtiyaglar1 ve
psikososyal deneyimleri nitel arastirma yontemlerinden olgubilim deseni temel alinarak incelenmistir.
Veri toplama siireci bireysel goriismeler ve c¢evrimici anket formu araciligiyla gergeklestirilmistir.
Arastirma sonucunda dort ana tema elde edilmistir. Bu temalardan ilki COVID-19 siirecinin 6gretmenler
{izerindeki etkileridir. Bu etkiler pozitif ve negatif etkiler olarak ikiye ayrilmistir. Ikinci ana tema
ogretmenlerin ihtiyaglarina yoneliktir. Bu siirecte 6gretmenler psikolojik destek, hizmetici egitim ve
altyap1 konusunda destek ihtiyaci hissetmektedir. Ugiincii ana tema ise 6gretmen ve okul psikolojik
danigmanlarin mesleki yasantilarini olusturmaktadir. Bu siiregte 6gretmen ve okul psikolojik
danigmanlari egitim 6gretim ve destek siireclerini ¢evrimi¢i ortama uyarlayarak devam ettirmislerdir.
Bununla birlikte 6gretmen ve psikolojik danigsmanlar 6grenci ve velilere egitim 6gretim siirecinin diginda
da destek vererek, iyi olus diizeylerine katki saglamaktadirlar. Son ana tema ise COVID-19 siirecinden
alinan tedbirlerle ilgili yasanan problemler ve ¢6zliim Onerilerine yoneliktir. Katilimcilar bu siirecte
ozellikle 6grencilerin egitime erigimlerine yonelik problemleri vurgulamistir. Arastirma sonuglari
kapsaminda COVID-19 siirecinde &gretmenler tarafindan sunulan egitim Ogretim faaliyetlerinin
giiclendirilmesine yonelik 6nerilerde bulunulmustur.
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INTRODUCTION

In different parts of the world, list of pandemics has been updated with new types of viruses that can
affect people en masse every year (World Health Organization [WHO], 2020a). The outbreak of
COVID-19, which started in December 2019, has been declared as a pandemic by the WHO. Unlike
other pandemics seen in the history of the organization, the United Nations defined COVID-19 as a
humanitarian, economic and social crisis that attacks the foundations of societies beyond the health crisis
(United Nations [UN], 2020). The WHO has reviewed the risk assessment for COVID-19 on a regular
basis, while countries around the world have worked to prevent the spread and recovery of patients
(WHO, 2020b; European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control [ECDC], 2020). COVID-19 has
deeply affected the economic, social and educational systems of countries along with the health systems
(Sen & Bati; 2020). Although the measures taken in many regions have reduced the negative effects that
occur in pandemic societies to a relative degree, they have not been able to completely stop the
deterioration (World Economic Forum, 2020). The schools in Turkey were immediately closed on 16
March 2020 and switched to distance education through Education Information Network (EBA) and
EBA TV on 23 March 2020 (The Ministry of Education [MoNE], 2020a). Approximately twenty million
students and one million teachers have tried to adapt to the distance education process in Turkey. During
this period, what teachers needed became important. The aim of this study was to determine the
psychological effects of pandemic on teachers, the practices they perform in their professional work and
their career needs during the COVID-19 period in Turkey.

Teachers, along with all professional areas, are among those affected by the COVID-19 period.
Transition to the online education process, which is one of the biggest reflections of COVID-19 on
education in many countries, has been a situation where teachers have to adapt quickly and compulsively
(Allen et al., Rowan & Singh, 2020; Carver & Shanks, 2021; Wang et al., 2021). Studies indicated that
teachers were intensely anxious during the transition to online education (Kosir et al., 2020; Truzoli et
al., 2021). This concern was more intense among private school teachers (Allen et al., 2020). With online
education, teachers started to communicate with students using online communication programs
(Lestiyanawatir, 2020). Although this situation ensured the continuation of the learning environment, it
negatively affected the learning process with the decrease of social interaction (Ewing & Cooper, 2021;
Sepulveda-Escobar & Morrison, 2020). School counselors also tried to reach students with similar
methods and supported their well-being. School counselors who actively use technology have adapted
more easily to the online education process (Karaman et al., 2021; Supriyanto et al., 2020). One of the
most important factors facilitating teachers' adaptation to the online education process has been their
information and communication (ITC) skills (Konig et al., 2020). These skills also have a role in
reducing the stress experienced by teachers (Kosir et al., 2020).

Teachers reported that they experienced problems related to the increasing workloads (Allen et al., 2020;
Giovannella et al., 2020), the low level of work motivation (Purwanto et al., 2020), and time
management (Giovannella et al., 2020) during the pandemic. Besides these problems, another issue was
the problems of teachers and students accessing the internet, course materials and technological tools,
and increasing costs to of technological devices and services (Purwanto et al., 2020). Families were one
of the groups that were negatively affected in the process and felt a burden on their shoulders. Hence,
this has caused them to be particularly weak in providing educational support to their children. This has
made teachers’ jobs more difficult (Allen et al., 2020; Ewing & Cooper, 2021; Lestiyanawatir, 2020;
Karaman et al., 2021).

Along with these problems, the process of transition to online education has also had positive effects on
teachers. In this process, it has been seen that teachers have developed their digital skills, had the idea
of using educational technologies actively in post-pandemic processes (Giovannella et al.,2020), had
more flexible working hours and considered this situation having free time (Purwanto et al., 2020).

158

IR E R A= ReE U SIaUE| 2021, Volume 10, Issue 2 www.turje.org


http://www.turje.org/

ESICI, AYAZ, YETIM, YASTI, & BEDIR; Teachers in COVID-19 period: Psychological effects, practices and career needs

In Turkey, teachers were both psychologically affected by this process and were unable to perform their
profession in school and classroom settings for the first time (MoNE, 2020b). Courses and practices in
which teachers in Turkey can acquire the knowledge and skills they may need during periods of major
disasters and crises, especially pandemics such as the COVID-19 period, are very limited in pre-and in-
professional education processes. In other words, courses and practices such as distance education, crisis
management and psycho-social rehabilitation in educational faculties have been very limited (The
Council of Higher Education [CoHE, 2018). Among the in-service training courses prepared by MoNE,
subjects such as distance education, development of technological competencies, civil defense and
disaster were addressed very limited (MoNE, 2006). When the in-service training plans of the
Directorate General for Teacher Training and Development of the Ministry of Education are reviewed
for 2019, it has been seen that training has been carried out on topics such as disaster, information and
communication technologies and psychosocial support (MoNE, 2020c). In addition, an in-service
training program including digital skills development, project, foreign language training, disaster
training has been announced by the MoNE for 500 thousand teachers during COVID-19 period (MoNE,
2020d).

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2020) stated that about
1.3 billion students in 186 countries around the world were unable to receive education due to the closure
of schools as a result of COVID-19. During this period, decisions were taken on the online education
model, but the repercussions of these decisions on teachers and students were different. Some students
and teachers had difficulty accessing tools, such as computers and the Internet, and there was a risk of
technology dependence among those who could access it (Fagell, 2020; Heymann, 2020).

In addition, with COVID-19, inequalities between different social segments have increased and a gap
in access to education has been formed (Khusid et al., 2020). It has been observed that those who have
access to distance education do not receive as much qualified education as to face-to-face education
(Lau et al., 2020). According to UN data, the closure of schools and universities has affected the 770
million learners around the world (e.g., students, trainees; Cai et al., 2020). However, schools re-opened
and it is one of the primary concerns in the world at the moment. However, it could close again due to
a possible increase in COVID-19 after it was opened (Lee, 2020). In the face of the COVID-19
pandemic, teachers and students around the world have had difficulties accessing adequate guidance,
training, support and resources in the distance education process. In addition to providing teachers with
technological tools, it is important to encourage teachers to use them and to encourage them to improve
their practice (Yamamato & Altun, 2020). In this regard, the COVID-19 period has made two issues
important in the context of teachers' career development. These include, first, the psychological
empowerment of teachers in crisis situations, and second, the development of professional knowledge
and skills of teachers.

First, the psychological survival of teachers in crisis situations among needs for career development in
the COVID-19 period was discussed in this study. The psychological strength of teachers is important
for the protection of the mental health of society. One million teachers are in contact with 20 million
students in Turkey (MoNE, 2020a). Studies have shown that the pandemic period can have negative
effects on people psychologically (Gammon, 1999; Giingor et al., 2020; Jonkman et al., 2003; Sar &
Khorshid, 2008). In addition, large-scale stress factors, such as the pandemic, appear to affect the level
of adaptation of individuals (Main et al., 2011). It is normal for teachers to have feelings, thoughts and
behaviors similar to any other person during the pandemic period. The way teachers deal with the
emotions they experience can be effective in their relationships and communication with their students
(Lentetal., 2000). Individuals may prefer to deal actively with stress situations or avoid stress situations
(Carver et al., 1989; Tein et al., 2000). It can be stated that the preventive overcoming the stress strategy
is more effective in the face of uncontrollable stress factors during the epidemic periods (Gan et al.,
2004). In this context, it is important to determine how teachers have been psychologically affected by
the epidemic process and to identify the feelings, thoughts and behaviors they have.

Countries, institutions, businesses as well as individuals have been alarmed and mobilized to manage
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this crisis in the post-COVID-19 world. Crisis situations were defined as making decisions that can have
an effect on the future and have important consequences (Echterling et al., 2005). Crises refer to both
vital events that affect the individual during developmental periods and stressful situations that occur
suddenly in life (Demirli-Y1ldiz et al., 2016). Crises can threaten the objectives of institutions and have
profound effects on their relationship with their joint owners (Bundy et al., 2017). Barton (2000) stated
that measures taken before situations of crisis arised and preparations were able to minimize the negative
effects of the crisis. In order to successfully deal with crisis situations, it is important to approach them
continuously and to be environmentally sensitive to a large extent (Maya, 2014). Teachers should be
able to know and manage the impact of the crisis on themselves, society, students and parents in order
to reduce the impact of the crisis situation with COVID-19 (Truzoli et al., 2021)

The second topic discussed in this study was the development of professional knowledge and skills
among the career development needs of teachers in the COVID-19 period. Professions and professional
elements were affected by developments and changes in the immediate and external surroundings (Lent
et al., 2000). The literature included studies on concepts such as the quality of teachers, empowerment,
professional identity and career development (Beijaard et al., 2004; Conley & Odden, 1995; Hopkins &
Stern, 1996; Huberman, 1989; Lefstein & Perath, 2014; Oztabay, 2017; Noonan, 2018). Although these
concepts were different from each other, what they all have in common was that they contained the
characteristics, knowledge, skills and experience that teachers needed to have in order to better fulfill
their profession. Teaching profession has processes of professional development as a professional
identity (Beijaard et al., 2004; Noonan, 2018). Career development of the teacher was a dynamic feature
that developed over time, influenced by the context in which the teacher was located (Huberman, 1989;
Noonan, 2018). The career development of teachers depends on increasing their professional knowledge
and skills over time (Conley & Odden, 1995). The teaching profession has been largely shaped by face-
to-face and classroom practices up to the COVID-19 period. It is important that teachers adopt different
roles within and outside the classroom and receive support so that they can achieve their professional
development from the very beginning of their profession (Olsen & Anderson, 2007). Teachers’ pre-
service and in-service training processes usually focus on applications for school and classroom learning
environments (Kaendler et al., 2015). Identically, when the documents relating to teacher qualifications
were examined, it was seen that teacher qualifications related to classroom and face-to-face training
were at the forefront (MoNE, 2017; Europe Comission, 2013). However, during the COVID-19 period,
there was a long break in face-to-face education in all grades, and therefore, educational institutions
switched to distance education instead. Although the educational community in the world is no stranger
to education studies, it is seen as a fact that educators also do not have training and experience in teaching
processes and being facilitators (Varvel, 2007). Distance education was not supported sufficiently in K-
12-level schools around the world until the COVID-19 period; and involved into the higher education
limited (Livingstone, 2012; Varvel, 2007). For this reason, the knowledge and skills of teachers related
to distance education in pre-service and in-service training processes are also not sufficiently focused
(Carver & Shanks, 2021). Among the 25 teaching undergraduate programs in Turkey, only the “Open
and Distance Learning” course is mandatory in the “Teaching Computer and Instructional
Technologies” program, and it is among the elective courses in other programs (CoHE, 2018). Research,
however, clearly showed that the needs of teachers include computer skills and the use of technology
(Ananiadou & Rizza, 2010; Enochsson & Rizza, 2009; Haney & Lumpe, 1995; Huda et al. 2016; incik
& Ozkan, 2018; Wayman & Jimerson, 2014). On the one hand, information and communication
technologies and distance education, which is needed for career development of teachers, are seen as a
difficult situation to follow and learn. In addition to issues such as educational technologies and distance
education, COVID-19 obliges teachers to re-question new career development needs, to be considered
as an important need in teacher training processes and career development processes for teachers. For
this purpose, the study sought to determine the psychological effects of COVID-19 on teachers, their
reflections on educational and training processes, and the career needs of teachers during this period.
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METHOD

The current research was conducted based on the phenomenological pattern of qualitative research
methods. The focus of the phenomenological pattern is aimed at a comprehensive study of a particular
phenomenon (Yildirim & Simsek, 2016). As part of the research, the professional lives of teachers in
the COVID-19 period were studied in-depth through their experiences.

Study Group

The participants were formed using the maximum variation sampling method. By creating a relatively
small sample with maximum variation, the diversity of individuals who may be parties to the problem
being studied is reflected to the maximum extent possible (Yildirim & Simsek, 2016). In this study, the
participants affected by the problem in the study group were diversified in terms of field, age and city
variables, so that different dimensions of the problem were tried to be identified.

Research data were collected in two stages. In the first stage, individual interviews were conducted with
the participants. In the second stage, the data was collected through an online guestionnaire. In the first
stage, there were five males and nine females participants in the study group. The participants working
in different cities were included in the interviews. These cities (Manisa, Istanbul, Adana, Gaziantep,
Hatay, Trabzon, Antalya, Agri, Eskisehir) represents all geographic regions of Turkey. The ages of
participants ranged from 24 to 47 years. The seniority of the participants varies from 1 to 20 years. The
field of the participants consisted of music, elementary school, geography, mathematics, preschool,
literature, special education, philosophy and English teaching, as well as psychological counseling and
guidance. In addition, the study group included participants who had bachelor's (8), master's (5) and
doctoral (1) degrees. One of the participants work in pre-school, six in primary school, four in middle
school, and three in high school.

In the second phase (online survey), total of 76 participants were reached. There were 39 male and 39
female participants in the second phase. The age range of participants ranged from 23 to 53 years. The
seniority of the participants ranges from 1 to 33 years. The fields of the participants were mostly the
same with the ones in the first phase, with an addition of education of religion and ethics, physics,
science, social sciences. In addition, the study group includes participants who have received bachelor's
(62), master's (14) and doctoral (1) level education. Seven of the participants work in pre-school, 31 in
primary school, 18 in middle school, 21 in high school. The participants in a way that represent
geographical regions in Turkey is working in 15 different cities (Izmir, Istanbul, Adana, Gaziantep,
Hatay, Turkey, Trabzon, Antalya, Pain, Eskisehir, Izmir, Bursa, Ankara, Turkey, Adiyaman, Ordu,
Samsun). In addition, 42% of the participants work in the city, 30% in the township and 28% in the
village.

Data Collection Tools
Individual interview form

It is aimed to examine the psychological effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on teachers, their reflections
on education and training processes and the career needs, which reveal through the individual interview
form. The interview form consists of six questions. These questions were aimed at exploring the
problems, needs, professional lives and effects of teachers on their careers in the COVID-19 period.
During the development of the interview form, the expert opinion was taken from two experts in the
field of guidance and counseling and an expert in qualitative research methods. The final version of the
interview form has been obtained with expert opinions and the data collection process had begun.

Online survey form

The online survey form, designed to contribute to data obtained from individual interviews and to ensure
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data diversification, was prepared in accordance with the individual interview form. The online survey
form consists of two parts. The demographic information section, which is the first section, gathers
information from teachers, such as gender, age, branch and type of school in which they have been
assigned. Factors affecting the career development of teachers during the COVID-19 period (problems,
needs, experiences and effects) are included in the second section. This section contains six questions,
as in the form of the interview.

Data Collection

The data collection process started with the approval of the ethics committee. Research data have been
collected through individual interviews and an online survey form. Data have been collected
simultaneously through interviews and online surveys. In this section, first, information is provided on
the process of collecting data using the online survey method after the interview.

Individual interviews

Interviews with participants were conducted by video and voice over the phone, taking into account the
health risk of a face-to-face meeting in the COVID-19 period and the possibility that negotiations could
not be held with possible interruptions in internet connections. All interviews were conducted by a single
researcher. Interview questions were sent to participants before the interview was held, and participants
were asked to review the interview questions. In addition, participants were informed about the purpose
of the study before the researchers started the interviews. It was then stated to the participants that audio
recordings should be taken for use in data analysis, and approval was obtained from the participants that
audio recordings could be obtained. The interviews lasted between 35 and 55 minutes. The interviews
were conducted using a reflective listening technique, and in this way, the participants felt comfortable
and continued to interview.

Online survey form

The Online survey form has been prepared in line with the individual interview form but is also intended
to collect data from a more outnumbering group. The survey form was created using Google Forms and
shared with participants. The purpose of the study was explained by the introduction of the form and the
participants are informed that they can stop answering to the survey at any time. Participants were given
the opportunity to answer six open-ended questions in the survey form without time and character
restrictions. The data were downloaded from the database stored in the Google Forms and made
available for analysis.

Data Analysis

The data analysis process was carried out following the four steps proposed by Yildirim and Simsek
(2016). These steps include encoding data, finding themes, editing codes and themes, and defining and
interpreting findings. Following these steps, the audio recordings obtained from the interviews were first
encoded and transferred to the computer environment. In the second stage, the encoded interviews and
survey forms were transferred to the MAXQDA 20 program, where data analysis would be performed
and a data file ready for analysis was obtained. First, interview forms were coded. After that, the
questionnaire forms were coded based on the themes obtained in this coding. In the last stage, the results
obtained from the interview and questionnaire forms were reported jointly.

After this stage, a data analysis meeting was held and a transcript of the interview was co-encoded. After
co-coding, the three researchers who would conduct the data analysis encoded the remaining interviews
independently. After independent coding, the three researchers came together to make a joint coding,
and the first draft of the code and the themes was obtained. The draft code and themes were discussed
at a meeting attended by all researchers. All the code and themes were discussed at these meetings, and
the final code and themes were obtained.
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Credibility and Trustworthiness

A number of measures have been taken about the cogency and consistency studies in line with the
recommendations of Creswell (2012), Yildirim and Simsek (2016), and Miles and Huberman (1994). In
order to plan and organize the research process and to conduct joint studies, the research team gathered
regularly on the online platform between 17.00 and 19.00 on Mondays (Zoom). In this process, all the
details of the research are discussed in such a way that the participants can comfortably express their
ideas. At the same time, common data encodings and final data encodings were carried out using the
same method. At the same time, the code and themes obtained within the scope of the research were
sent to the participants who were interviewed, and the confirmation of the participants was obtained
from them. Furthermore, based on the rich and detailed description method, both the method section
and the findings section of the research were prepared. Information on the research process is detailed
and transmitted in the method section, while the results are reported together with the direct statements
of the participants. Eventually, information was gathered, and data diversification was provided through
an online survey form consisting of both interviews and open-ended research questions.

FINDINGS

The findings were structured according to five main themes. The effects of the COVID-19 process on
teachers, the needs of teachers, the professional lives of teachers and the problems experienced by
teachers related to the actions taken and the suggestions for solutions were defined as these themes.
Below are sub-themes and participant opinions on these themes. In Figure 1, the corresponding theme
and sub-themes are shown. In Figure 1, line width shows the frequencies of the emerged codes.

Effects of the COVID-19 Process on Teachers

Individuals from different segments of each country were affected by the COVID-19 epidemic process
at different levels and ways, affecting the world in a short time. These effects are split into two themes
in light of the information obtained from the teachers: negative and positive effects. Anxiety, longing,
family conflicts, fear, helplessness, and despair are negative effects that teachers express regarding the
process. The anxiety among participants that appears to be the most intense of the negative effects. One
participant expressed a state of anxiety as follows: ‘There's a certain order, and you're looking for that
order. Again, health concerns were added to this disorder. Of course, now that you have a child, you
worry twice as much.” Another negative effect is family conflicts. “I think there's going to be a lot of
family conflicts, we're really calm people, but we're getting tired of each other.” On the other hand, a
participation stated the fear experienced in the process as follows: “We're all very hurt in this process,
we're very scared, and the uncertainty of this process scares us.” Another negative effect that
accompanies the period is longing: “Obviously we both missed our order, and we missed our school
order. If you say you miss school, we really miss school.”, his statements show that longing is aimed at
both the old order and the school. The last negative effect experienced in the period is despair: “l have
a despair for life against the future.”

The positive effects of teachers during the COVID-19 period include professional and personal
development, the use of technology and psychological skills. The Professional and personal
development is most noticeable among the participants as a recurring effect. A teacher expressed his
thoughts on this issue as follows: “I think I'll be different. As | said, | will educate myself in different
areas, both personally and professionally. For example, | will definitely participate in all of the one-on-
one in-service trainings that will be opened in the field of distance education, and | will document my
knowledge and experience.” A participant stated that the COVID-19 period will have a positive impact
on the use of technology: “We have improved the use of social media. After this process, for example,
a YouTube channel or an Instagram account can be opened and shares can be made from them and
children can be approached developmentally.” Another participant who emphasized that he developed
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his psychological skills during the COVID-19 period is: “I can say that I have gained this information,

that is, the knowledge of how to motivate children, to be able to motivate them from a distance.’

’

Figure 1.
Teachers Experiences in The Covid-19 Period
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Needs of Teachers in the COVID-19 Period

The needs of teachers in the period COVID-19 have been brought up under the headings of
psychological support, education and infrastructure. Emphasizing the need for psychological support
for teachers, one participant stated that teachers need psychological support to effectively continue their
duties and responsibilities in the COVID-19 process with the following statement: “Let them help us
first, because the teacher will solve this crisis, but we need psychological help.” Another participant
emphasized the importance of psychological support for teachers to stay strong in this period and stated
this as follows: “Therapy should start with teachers first; in this sense we may have had teachers who
have lost loved ones. Maybe he is lost a relative, and he is worse off. First, they need psychological
support. For example, teachers can also be given distance education about ways to cope with trauma,
because if our power source is teachers, you should also support this power.”

In addition to psychological support, teachers need to be trained in the new situations they face during
the COVID-19 process. These trainings are organized under the headings of technology use, crisis
management and family interaction. Teachers' needs for technology use appear to be linked to online
classroom management, the use of technological elements, and content creation in online environments.
For example, while a participant has been using the following statements: “l wish | were a little more
expert on technological, electronic infrastructure. So, | know Web 2.0 tools vs, but | spend a lot of time
on issues like what is technically done when sharing files vs on the computer. | would like to be more
practical about these things. ” another participant has been stated his opinion as follows: “If this practice
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continues, our knowledge of what we teachers can do in online training is very, very limited. For
example, | do not know how to reach a student, I do not know how to teach a subject to a child from a
distance without touching, let them touch or feel.”

Another title related to the training required by teachers is crisis management. Participants state that
they need training in crisis coping and crisis management. “I'm trying to figure out how to turn a crisis
into an opportunity or how to get rid of a crisis with minimal damage. | read various articles, | read
books. | taught the kids breathing exercises. Because | am so got bored, and | don't know how to manage
the crisis for them, to be honest.”

Emphasizing the importance of developing family interaction, teachers feel the need for education to
strengthen family interaction in this process: “And another important point is cooperation with the
family, which is very, very important. This is already a very important title in our field from the very
beginning, but it has become more important in this period.”

The infrastructure is the final point for the needs of teachers. The needs for the internet and
content/materials are particularly noteworthy in this point. Referring to the lack of content/material in
the process, teachers expressed it as follows: “Since we're doing distance education, content needs to be
enriched. Programs such as Morpa, Okulistik should be made available free of charge. In this process,
such content can be formalized.” Another participant expressed its views on the internet as follows: “So
we need something like that... If everyone is going to be home, maybe 3 months 5 months 6 months in
this process, we do not even know how long. So, in that process, our internet problem must be solved. |
believe that if we can make a live connection on the internet, at least if the children see me, if | see them,
we can somehow overcome it.”

Professional Life of Teachers in COVID-19 Period

This title is studied under two main headings: the work of teachers and the work of school counselors.
In this process, the teachers have worked under four main headings. Teachers are engaged in different
professional experiences, such as preparing online content within the framework of educational
processes, establishing a follow-up and feedback mechanism, conducting assignments and
continuing the educational process. A teacher who tried to create new learning opportunities for his
students in addition to existing resources expressed his opinion as follows: “I started making videos,
especially in some classes. “To provide additional support to EBA TV or to support students with limited
access. Some of our friends who have the opportunity are setting up, making videos, sending them to
students”. Another teacher performs the following practice in order for students to spend this period
efficiently: “l want them to summarize after the lesson on EBA TV, | want them to ask themselves 5
guestions from the summaries they have summarized. | create question pools from these 5 questions and
devote 2 days a week to these question pools.”. Another teacher who operates the feedback mechanism
described the follow - up and feedback process as follows: “You will give children their homework every
day, you will receive feedback, you will ask those who do not participate why they do not participate.
You will meet with their families in any case. In addition, we also have a guidance counselor who has
done a master's degree, we also contacted him face-to-face, our teacher was already in very good
communication with parents. He met them face-to-face. ”

Besides the education and training processes, teachers have also carried out studies to improve the well-
being of students and parents. As part of these studies, teachers have regularly conducted interviews to
protect students and parents from the negative psychological effects of the epidemic process. “First, we
divided our students on a weekly basis, identifying students for each teacher. In particular, there are
already groups formed by classroom teachers, except for them, we, as branch teachers, call our students
weekly, interview them.” Teachers who have established the support mechanism for families have also
created a separate social support mechanism for families in this period: “We also have a conversation
for psychosocial support. We have started to keep in touch with them about things like what they are
doing, how they are spending time with their families, and we will definitely do that on a weekly basis
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and create a report as well.”

School counselors, who are experts in crisis management, stress and anxiety management in schools,
presented parent interview, student interview, consultancy work in distance education process.
Teachers receive support from psychological counselors on how to conduct the process: “I'm discussing
with the school's counselor what | can do to cheer them up. He is giving me information about how |
can handle this. He gives feedback on which books or who I can follow, or who I can be inspired by.”
In addition, school counselors prepare and deliver informative publications to students and parents and
conduct parent interviews: “We have a counselor who has a master's degree. We also contacted him. In
any case, our teacher was very well connected to the parents. He is met them directly. We have got about
215 parents, and he's in touch with all of them. The fact that he was a spiritual support to us made the
process very easy for both us and the parents.”

Problems and Solution Suggestions Experienced by Teachers Regarding the Measures Taken in
the COVID-19 Period

Teachers have expressed criticism and suggestions on some of the major issues that they believe lead to
reduced productivity and disruption of the compulsory distance learning process. Technological
equipment and infrastructure are among the most significant issues for teachers. During this process,
teachers criticized issues that EBA had been permanently frozen, did not have sufficient infrastructure,
did not have the contents to cover the academic level of each student, most students were in the
disadvantaged group and did not have access to EBA. A teacher expressed the problems experienced by
teachers and students when using EBA as follows: “It's constantly kicking out of the system, it’s freezing,
you're trying to get back into the system. That is the feedback I get from your students. That is the result,
| think it can be improved a little bit more, I'm not so desperate about it anyway.” Another criticism is
aimed at the content of the course. A participant stated that the content was not appropriate for student
levels as follows: “It's not appropriate for the level of first class. Much abbreviated, is told very quickly,
fast skipped over. Just reading writings. The children do not understand what's going on. It just ends,
they don't understand anything, they just stare at it.” Also, another participant expressed that the EBA
does not have appropriate and adequate content for students with special needs and therefore cannot
support their students at the level they want as follows: “I felt | needed more in the period. Yes, we need
contact-based education, but we need online apps where students can remember what we teach, repeat
it, and make it permanent. Yes, there are a few apps in the EBA but it is not enough because our children
are so different, each one has different personal characteristic, so we need a lot more activities.”

Participants stated that some courses were given weight during distance education and some were
pushed into the background, creating the perception that these courses were unnecessary in students:
“...Painting, music and physical education are presented only after children's lessons, after watching
20-minute lesson videos, during 10-minute playtimes, as a social activity and as a fun video. In this
process, we faded back again, we were pushed into the background. Especially in this process, the lack
of these lessons creates the perception that these lessons are insignificant in children. After this process,
we can lose children who have talent, who are willing.”

One of the participants addressed the issue of the inability of students to participate in education as
follows, which is one of the problems encountered in the distance education process: “There are students
who can't adapt to distance education. Now, for example, we teach via Zoom, but some people do not
have the internet in their home. In my 40-person class, about 29-30 people attended classes. A quarter
of the class is absent, 2 in 4 or 3 in 4 of them attending.” In addition, he drew attention to the problem
of insufficient interaction between students as one of the most important reasons why distance education
cannot replace formal education and the efficiency in the normal classroom environment cannot be
achieved as follows: “Not as effective as formal education, of course, there is no great interaction in
the between them. Children cannot establish a dialogue and communicate among themselves.”

Teachers have stated that the location of schools can bring both some advantages and some
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disadvantages to the distance learning process. Some teachers expressed a large number of siblings as a
disadvantage, an unrelated parent attitude, and internet/infrastructure problems caused by the location.
Some teachers, on the other hand, expressed a conscious student and parent attitude as an advantage,
teachers in the school were open to development, the school was located in a central location, and being
a project school. A participant stated the disadvantaged situation experienced by the status of the school
as follows: “It works for people living in big cities, it works for students studying in good schools. For
disadvantaged students, the period was 10 times more difficult than the normal period. Think of the
eastern provinces, think of the villages at the east. | cannot imagine how desperate they were and what
they were doing. We also need psychological support, we are so desperate and so anxious and we feel
so pushed back... we feel so helpless. | have illiterate parents. How do | get to that student, how do I sit
down and prepare something for them, give them a homework? What should | do?”

Teachers have also criticized the indifferent attitude of parents, which they consider to be another
cause of problems in the distance education process. A participant expressed his or her opinion as
follows: “Here, of course, an irresponsible parent is also irresponsible. Two of them are permanently
absent for both applications and distance education.”

Teachers criticized not only parents, the system, or other teachers, but also themselves for not getting
enough efficiency from the distance learning process. A teacher, which, like other teachers, stated that
he was not open to development, used the following statements: “They are already having more
trouble and giving up faster. It is more like learned desperation... When they try a little bit to see what
can be done from distance, they immediately leave and give up. A little bit like the training we have had,
let me speak for myself, we're not open to developing ourselves.” Another teacher stated that the new
generation is more advantageous than them in terms of the technology skills needed in this process, and
that they are not sufficiently developed in this regard as follows: “We're probably Generation Y in this
age group right now. Generation Y has a bit of a problem adapting to Generation Z in this regard. They
use technology better, so to speak. Maybe they are spending more time. It is not for educational
purposes, it's more for fun, but our generation needs to use it not for fun, but for their field of education.
Let me tell you, we're not as lucky as Generation Z.”

DISCUSSION

The results of the research are structured around five main themes. These themes were defined as the
effects of the COVID-19 process, the needs, the professional experience and the problems experienced
and the solutions. The study found that the COVID-19 process had positive and negative effects on
teachers. Negative effects include experiences such as anxiety, longing, conflict, fear, helplessness, and
despair. Consistent with research results, Gammon (1999) identified that people get the feeling that in
certain emotions during the process of social isolation, and these emotions are feeling limited, feeling
imprisoned, depression, anxiety, and anger. Jonkman (2003) found that disasters and diseases cause
emotional trauma, stress, depression, isolation, and behavioral changes in people. Ko6nig et al. (2020)
emphasize that the COVID-19 pandemic may cause many short-term or long-term psychological
problems on people. In addition to these negative effects, it has also been found that teachers are
positively affected by the process. In this process, teachers have focused on their professional and
personal development, improving their use of technology and psychological skills. Features such as
psychological flexibility, career adaptability and indomitability developed in this process contribute to
the development of positive outcomes (Arslan, 2021; Arslan et al., 2020; Demir & Ayaz, 2019;
Fredrickson, 2003). Dempsey and Burke (2020) highlight the positive results of the ongoing process of
school administrators closing schools as a result of their research. Dempsey and Burke (2020) and
Sepulveda-Escobar and Morrison (2020) state that during the COVID-19 process, teachers accelerate
their professional development, acquire new hobbies and continue their lives in a healthier way.
Maclntyre et al. (2020) note that teachers who can use coping skills can be affected by this period in a
healing way and achieve positive outcomes.
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Another theme that was developed within the scope of research outlines the needs of teachers. Among
these needs, the need for psychological support, especially for teachers, will contribute to avoiding the
negative effects of this process and to achieving positive outcomes. As Maclntyre et al., (2020) noted,
teachers need to stimulate coping strategies. Collie, Bostwick and Martin (2020) emphasize that teachers
need support for social support and adaptation. In addition, school staff who have higher self-efficacy,
more positive attitudes towards distance education, and perceive higher levels of executive support
experience less stress. (Kosir et al., 2020).

For teachers to improve themselves through training was another demand that stand out among the
findings. Wang et al. (2021) stated that teachers had a lack of preparation for the rapid transition to
online education. Ewing and Cooper (2021) also found that teachers have difficulties in adapting to
Covid-19. Darling-Hammond and Hyler (2020) emphasized that teachers should be prepared according
to the needs that may arise during the COVID-19 process and its consequences. Teachers need to teach
innovations with innovations and implement old teaching methods by enriching them with technology
in order to prepare their students specifically for the world of the 21st century (Klopfer et al., 2009).
Clark (2008) suggested that the lack of professional development activities for tool use are the most
important factors affecting the use of technological tools by teachers. Garba et al. (2015) stated that the
knowledge of techno-pedagogic content by teachers is low and that these skills should be developed as
a priority in the development of learning environments in the 21st century.

Another finding worth discussion, which stand out among the needs of teachers, was infrastructure. In
this period, teachers need both content and materials for online education, as well as internet
infrastructure for access to online services. Le Maistre and Paré (2008) noted that the lack of
administrative support experienced by teachers, lack of ability to professionally manage crisis and
personal problems, limited teaching resources, lack of expectations and needs, lack of professional
development, and lack of crisis management are the main factors that lead to stress. Adigiizel and Yiiksel
(2012) and Ayaz and Karacan Ozdemir (2021) stated that while teachers do not use technology alone in
the classroom, by promoting it with their pedagogical skills, they can use it at a level which can be called
good. Konig et al., (2020) have previously shown that teachers who actively use digital platforms do not
find it difficult or even more efficient to use digital content in this process. In school, the frequent use
of computer technology and digital platforms enhanced social communication and ensured the
continuity of online courses. In a similar manner to this finding, Rasmitadila et al. (2020) and Kaden
(2020) highlight teachers’ infrastructure and internet problems.

During the COVID-19 period, teachers quickly adapted to the new process of education and training
and tried to develop mechanisms for the efficient implementation of this process. The studies carried
out during this period were conducted under the guidance of the Ministry of Education (Ozer, 2020) and
the studies were carried out on the initiative of teachers and psychological counsellors. Similar processes
have taken place in other countries, such as Turkey (Konig et al., 2020). Kaden (2020) stated that along
with COVID-19, teachers were urgently switching to online education. Kaden, who presents a portrait
of a teacher in his research, highlights the transitions of teachers in the online education teaching process
and the experiences they have gained in carrying out this process. Rasmitadila et al. (2020), on the other
hand, emphasized how educational learning processes were progressing and what teachers are doing in
these processes, similar to research findings. Also, Karacan Ozdemir and Ayaz (2020) suggested that
school counselling services in Turkey should adapt to technological changes in the world.

The final group of findings within the scope of the research included the problems of teachers and
suggestions for solutions. The findings of Heberci et al. (2020) are similar to the results of the research.
According to the researchers, technical problems and infrastructure problems arise in the distance
education process, the number of courses and the way in which they are processed, the participation of
students in the course, and the inability of students to follow. Kaden is another researcher who highlights
the need for internet access and technical support among teachers' problems (2020). Kaden points out
that solutions to these problems can be easily reached through collaboration between local government
and Internet providers, as well as school management, teachers, parents and students. Konig et al. (2020)
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argue that the infrastructure of the online or distance education system should be strengthened as a
solution to the problems experienced in this process and that all students should be able to access
distance learning. He points out, however, that in-service training should be organized to improve the
distance learning skills of teachers. He also points out that parents need to make an effort to compensate
for their children's learning.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The experience of teachers in the COVID-19 process has been discussed in this study. The results of the
research show that teachers are negatively affected as well as positively affected by this process. In the
case of teachers coming out of this process with positive results, it is important to note that they can use
their characteristics, such as career adaptability, indomitability and psychological flexibility (Ayaz &
Demir, 2019; Maclntyre et al., 2020). Also, Incik and Ozkan (2018) and Oztabay (2017) emphasize that
teachers should be scientifically thinking, researching, creative, innovative, have high problem solving
and communication skills, have field knowledge, open technological developments and have a good
command of technology. Anxiety, fear, conflict, helplessness and desperation caused by teachers being
negatively affected by this process lead to the need for psychological support. Psychological support for
teachers will both work against the negative effects of the process and provide them with an opportunity
to develop their protective factors.

Research results also show that teachers need to be supported both in terms of education and
infrastructure. At this point, the in-service training to be given to teachers is coming to the fore. The
work of the Ministry of Education (MoNE, 2020d) on this issue should be extended. It is recommended
that these studies focus on crisis management, the use of technology, family interaction and content
generation.

Research results also show that teachers and school counselors conduct similar face-to-face education
studies in the COVID-19 process. However, the rapid transition to distance learning has led to
complexities in this process and to the emergence of certain crisis situations. Following this process, it
is recommended that teachers and managers train against possible crisis situations and develop action
plans to prepare for similar crisis situations. With these and similar studies, the process of education and
training can be continued with minimal damage in possible crisis situations (Kaden, 2020). Teachers
and school psychological counselors also interviewed students and parents during this process. The
interviews provided a source of social support to students and parents. In this way, they have a protective
factor through the active use of social support resources in this process, which have negative
consequences for mental health (Labrague & De los Santos, 2020; Saltzman et al., 2020). These studies
by teachers and psychological counselors have a protective effect on community mental health. It is
recommended that these and similar studies be disseminated under the coordination of the Ministry of
Education and under the supervision of school administrators.

In the context of the most recent findings within the scope of the research, the problems experienced in
the distance education process have been highlighted and suggestions for solutions to these problems
have been presented. Technological equipment and infrastructure, the inability of students to attend
classes, the inability of teachers to improve, the apathy of parents, the resources of schools, all problems
are basically obstacles to students' access to distance education during the COVID-19 period. The
inability of students to access education, which is one of their basic rights for reasons beyond their
control, will lead to an inability to achieve social justice (Hytten & Bettez, 2011). In order to ensure that
students have access to education, it is necessary to provide both internet and hardware support, as well
as teacher and parent motivation.
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TURKCE GENISLETILMIS OZET

Salginin etkisinin artmasi ile alinan 6nlemler iilkelerin saglik sistemleri ile birlikte, ekonomik, sosyal ve
egitim sistemlerini de derinden etkilemistir (CDC, 2020; Sen ve Bati; 2020). Tiirkiye’de alinan dnlemler
kapsaminda ise kisa siirede uzaktan egitim siireci baglatilmistir (MoNE, 2020a). Alinan tedbirler ile bir
yandan hayatta kalmaya, salgina bulasmamaya ve bulastirmamaya ¢alisan 6gretmenler, diger taraftan
uzaktan egitim ile Ogrencilerinin egitim-6gretim, gelisim ve psiko-sosyal ihtiyaglarini gidermeye
calismak durumunda kalmistir. Bu donemde ne tiir psikolojik zorluklar yasadiklari, mesleklerini nasil
stirdiirdiikleri ve kariyer gelisimleri i¢in nelere ihtiya¢ duyduklar: 6nemli hale gelmistir. Bu ¢calisma ile
Tiirkiye’de COVID 19 siirecinin 6gretmenlerin {izerinde olusturdugu psikolojik etkilerin, mesleki
calismalarinda gergeklestirdigi uygulamalarin ve kariyer ihtiyaclarinin belirlenmesi amaglanmuistir.

Aragtirma kapsaminda 6gretmenlerin COVID-19 siirecindeki mesleki yasantilarinin derinlemesine
incelenmesi amaglanmigtir. Bu kapsamda nitel arastirma yontemlerinden fenomenoloji deseni
kullanilmistir (Yildirim ve Simsek, 2016). Calisma grubu maksimum ¢esitleme 6rnekleme yontemi
kullanilarak olusturulmustur. Bu kapsamda katilimcilarin brans, yas ve sehir degiskenleri arasindan
cesitlendirilmesi hedeflenmistir. Bu kapsamda 14 katilimciyla bireysel goriisme yapilirken, 76
katilimcidan ¢evrimi¢i form araciliyla veri toplanmistir. Veri toplama siirecinde kullanilan bireysel
goriismeler arastirmacilar tarafindan gelistirilen form araciligiyla toplanmistir. Bireysel goriisme formu
ile COVID-19 siirecinin 6gretmenler tizerindeki psikolojik etkilerinin, egitim Ogretim siireglerine
yansimalarinin ve ortaya cikardigi kariyer ihtiyaglarinin derinlemesine incelenmesi amaglanmustir.
Goriisme formu alt1 sorudan olugmaktadir. Bu sorular 6gretmenlerin COVID-19 siirecinde kariyerlerine
iligkin yasadiklar1 problemleri, ihtiyaclarini, mesleki yasantilari1 ve siirecin etkilerini kesfetmeye
yoneliktir. Goriisme formunun gelistirilmesi siirecinde Rehberlik ve Psikolojik Danigmanlik alaninda
uzman iki, Nitel aragtirma yontemleri konusunda uzman bir akademisyenden uzman goriisii alinmistir.
Uzman goriisleriyle birlikte goriigme formunun son hali elde edilmis ve veri toplama siireci baglamistir.
Arastirma kapsaminda kullanilan ikinci veri toplama araci olan ¢evrimi¢i anket formu ise bireysel
goriisme formuyla ayni dogrultuda hazirlanmistir. A¢ik uglu sorulardan olusan form ile katilimcilarin
deneyimlerine iligkin daha detayl bilgilerin elde edilmesi amaglanmistir. Arastirmanin inandiricilik ve
tutarliligini arttirmak amaciyla Creswell (2012), Yildirim ve Simsek (2016) ve Miles ve Huberman’in
(1994) onerileri dogrultusunda birtakim 6nlemler alinmigtir. Bu kapsamda arastirma ekibi diizenli
araliklarla bir araya gelmis ve veri analizi asamasinda gergeklestirilen ortak kodlamalar bu toplantilarda
gerceklestirilmistir. Bununla birlikte katilimer teyitleri alinmistir. Ek olarak arastirmanin hem yontem
boliimii hem de bulgular boliimii zengin ve detayli betimleme yontemini temel alinarak hazirlanmistir.
Yontem bolimiinde arastirma siirecine iligkin bilgiler detaylandirilarak aktarilirken, bulgular kismi
katilimcilarin dogrudan ifadeleriyle birlikte raporlanmistir. Son olarak arastirma kapsaminda hem
goriisme hem de agik uclu sorulardan olusan online anket formu aracilifiyla veri toplanmis ve veri
¢esitlemesi saglanmistir. Goriismeler ve ¢evrimici formlar araciligiyla toplanan veriler aragtirmacilar
tarafindan desifre edilmis ve MAXQDA 20 programi ile analiz edilmistir.

Yapilan icerik analizi sonucunda dort ana tema belirlenmistir. Bu temalar sirastyla COVID-19 siirecinin
Ogretmenler tizerindeki etkileri, 6gretmenlerin ihtiyaclari, 6gretmenlerin mesleki yasantilart ve aliman
tedbirlere iligkin 6gretmenlerin yasadig1 problemler ve ¢oziim onerileridir.

COVID-19 siirecinin dgretmenler iizerindeki etkileri negatif ve pozitif etkiler olmak {iizere iki temaya
ayrilmistir. Ogretmenlerin siirece iliskin ifade ettikleri negatif etkiler arasinda kaygi, 6zlem, aile ici
catigsmalar, korku, caresizlik ve umutsuzluk yer almaktadir. Katilimcilar arasinda, negatif etkiler
arasinda en yogun goriinen kaygidir. COVID-19 siirecinde 6gretmenlerin stireg ile ilgili ifade ettikleri
pozitif etkiler arasinda; mesleki ve kisisel gelisim, teknoloji kullanimi1 ve psikolojik beceriler yer
almaktadir. Katilimcilar arasinda mesleki ve kigisel gelisim en ¢ok tekrarlanan etki olarak goéze
carpmaktadir.
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COVID-19 siirecinde 6gretmenlerin ihtiyaclar1 psikolojik destek, egitim ve altyapi bagliklar1 altinda
toplanmustir. Psikolojik destekle birlikte 6gretmenler bu siirecte psikolojik destek ihtiyaglarini
vurgulamis ve profesyonel destek almak istediklerini belirtmislerdir. Ayrica 6gretmenler COVID-19
stirecinde karsilastiklari yeni durumlara yonelik egitim alma ihtiyaci igindedirler. Bu egitimler teknoloji
kullanimu, kriz ySnetimi ve aile ile etkilesim baslklar1 altinda toplanmaktadir. Ogretmenlerin teknoloji
kullanimina y&nelik ihtiyaglarinin ¢evrimigi sinif yonetimi, teknolojik 6gelerin kullanimi ve ¢evrimigi
ortamlarda igerik iiretme ile iliskili oldugu goriilmektedir. Ogretmenlerin ihtiyag duydugu egitimlere
iligkin bir diger baslik ise kriz yonetimidir. Katilimcilar 6zellikle COVID-19 ile birlikte ortaya ¢ikan
yeni kriz durumlari ile basa ¢ikma ve yonetme konusunda egitime ihtiya¢ duyduklarini belirtmektedirler.
Ayrica aile ile etkilesimi gelistirmenin énemini vurgulayan 6gretmenler bu siiregte aile etkilesimini
giiglendirmeye yonelik egitim almak istemektedirler. Ogretmenlerin ihtiyaglarina yénelik son alan ise
alt yapidir. Bu alanda o6zellikle internet ve icerik/materyal gelistirmeye yonelik ihtiyaglar dikkat
cekicidir.

COVID-19 siirecinde 6gretmenlerin mesleki yasantilar1 6gretmenlerin ¢alismalar1 ve okul psikolojik
danismanlarinin calismalart olarak iki ana bashk altinda incelenmistir. Ogretmenler bu siiregte
calismalar1 dort ana bashk altinda yiiriimiislerdir. Ogretmenler egitim-6gretim siiregleri kapsaminda
cevrimici icerik hazirlama, takip ve geribildirim mekanizmasi kurma, 6devlendirmeler yapma ve egitim
dgretim siirecini devam ettirme gibi farkli mesleki yasantilar i¢indedirler. Ogretmenler egitim 6gretim
stirecleri disinda da &grenci ve velilerin iyi olus diizeylerini gelistirmeye yonelik calismalar da
gerceklestirmislerdir. Bu calismalar kapsaminda 6gretmenler, 6grenci ve velileri salgin siirecinin
olumsuz psikolojik etkilerinden korumak amaciyla diizenli olarak goriismeler gergeklestirmislerdir.
Okullarda kriz yonetimi, stres ve kaygi yoOnetimi gibi konularda uzman olan okul psikolojik
danigmanlar uzaktan egitim siirecinde veli goriismesi, 0grenci goriismesi, miisavirlik ¢aligmalar
sunmuglardir. Ayrica 6gretmenler psikolojik danismanlardan siireci nasil yiiriitebileceklerine iliskin
destek almaktadir.

COVID-19 siirecinde alinan tedbirlere iliskin 6gretmenlerin yasadigi problemler ve ¢dziim Onerileri
arasinda en biiylik yogunluk teknolojik donanim ve altyapi {izerinedir. Bunula birlikte 6gretmenler bazi
ders igeriklerinin 6grenci diizeyine uygun hazirlanmadigini da vurgulamaktadirlar. Katilimecilar uzaktan
egitim siirecinde bazi derslere agirlik verildigini bazilarmin ise ikinci plana atildigini, bunun
dgrencilerde bu derslerin gereksiz oldugu algisini yarattigim sdylemislerdir. Ogrencilerin egitim 6gretim
stirecine katilmamasi ise ayr1 bir problem alanidir. Ayrica 6gretmenler okullarinin konumlarinin uzaktan
egitim siirecine hem bazi avantajlar hem de baz1 dezavantajlar getirebildigini ifade etmislerdir. Baz1
Ogretmenler dezavantaj olarak kardes sayisinin fazla olmasini, ilgisiz veli tutumunu ve konumdan o6tiirii
ortaya ¢ikan internet/altyapi sorunlarini dile getirirken; bazi 6gretmenler avantaj olarak bilingli 6grenci
ve veli tutumunu, okuldaki &gretmenlerin gelisime agik olmasini, okulun merkezi bir konumda
bulunmasini ve proje okul olmasini dile getirmislerdir. Ogretmenler uzaktan egitim siirecinde yasanan
sorunlarin temelindeki bir diger neden olarak diisiindiikleri velilerin ilgisiz tutumunu da elestirmiglerdir.
Ogretmenler uzaktan egitim siirecinden yeterli verim alinamamasi konusunda sadece velileri, sistemi
veya diger dgretmenleri degil kendilerini de elestirmislerdir. Ogretmenlerin gelisime acik olmalar1 ve
kendilerini yenilemeleri vurgulanmigtir.

Arastirmadan elde edilen sonuglar 6gretmenlerin bu siirecten olumsuz yonde etkilendigi gibi olumlu
yonde de etkilendiklerini gostermektedir. Ogretmenlerin bu siiregten olumlu ¢iktilarla ayrilmalarinda
ise yilmazlik ve psikolojik esneklik gibi 6zelliklerini kullanabiliyor olmalar1 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir
(Macintyre vd., 2020). Arastirma sonuglari ayn1 zamanda 6gretmenlerin hem egitsel hem de alt yap1
acisindan desteklenmeleri gerektigini gostermektedir. Ayrica OSgretmenlerin ve okul psikolojik
danigmanlarinin COVID-19 siirecinde yiiz yiize egitimde gerceklestirdigi calismalara benzer ¢aligmalar
yaptiklarint gdstermektedir. Ancak uzaktan egitim siirecine hizli gegis bu siirecte karmasikliklarin
olugmasina ve bazi kriz durumlarinin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur. Bu siire¢ sonrasinda da benzer
kriz durumlarina hazirlikli olunmasi ig¢in 6gretmenlerin ve yoneticilerin olasi kriz durumlarina karsi
egitilmeleri ve eylem planlar1 gelistirmeleri onerilmektedir. Son olarak COVID-19 siirecinde yaganan
sorunlar arasinda teknolojik donanim ve alt yapi, 6grencilerin derslere katilamamasi, 6gretmenlerin
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gelisime kapali olmasi, velilerin ilgisizligi, okullarin konumundan kaynaklari sorunlar 6grencilerin
COVID-19 siirecinde uzaktan egitime erisimlerinin éniindeki engellerdir. Ogrencilerin kendi kontrolleri
dahilinde olmayan sebeplerle temel haklar1 arasinda yer alan egitime erisememeleri sosyal adaletin
saglanamamasina neden olacaktir (Hytten ve Bettez, 2011).
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